Risks and Benefits of Probing Around Natural Teeth and Dental Implants.
Periodontal probing around natural teeth and dental implants remains an efficient and non-invasive method to diagnose loss of attachment, determine presence of diseases, monitor marginal recession, and evaluate positive treatment outcomes. Risks of probing around natural teeth and dental implants include inaccurate measurements, bacteria inoculation, spread of disease, and damage to the implant surface. Improper probing can lead to undiagnosed or overdiagnosed diseases. Some clinicians have questioned the value versus the risk of probing around implants. This article discusses the risks and advantages of probing around teeth and dental implants and suggests methods of probing intended to enable more accurate evaluation of periodontal and peri-implant conditions.